
Intestacy Laws in England, 2011 

* The spouse benefits if they survive the deceased by 28 days or more.  In the event this does not happen, the estate will be treated as though there had been no spouse 
** Members of younger generations are also entitled to inherit their parents bequest if the parent has already died 

 

 

 

 

 

Are you married or in a Civil 

Partnership*? 

Do you have 

children**? 

Is your net estate worth less 

than £250,000 – excluding 

chattels? 

Do you have siblings **? 

Do you have children**? 

Is one or both of your 

parents alive? 

Is one or both of your 

parents alive? 

Your spouse inherits 

everything 

Do you have living brothers 

and/or sisters? 

Are your grandparents alive? 

Your partner inherits nothing.  

All assets belong to the Crown 

Your spouse/ civil partner inherits 

everything 

Your spouse/ civil partner inherits 

the first £250,000 plus personal 

chattels and an income only life 

interest in half of the remainder.  

The other half is divided equally 

between children if they are over 18 

or put into trust if under (unless 

they are married and under 18) 

Your estate is shared 

equally between them 

Your estate is shared 

equally between them 

Your spouse/ civil partner inherits 

the first £450,000 plus personal 

chattels and half the remainder 

absolutely.  The other half is shared 

between parents 

Your spouse/ civil partner inherits 

the first £450,000 plus personal 

chattels and half the remainder 

absolutely.  The other half is shared 

between your siblings (or their 

children) 

Your estate is shared 

equally between them 

Your estate is shared 

equally between them 

Your estate is shared 

equally between them or 

their children 

Do you have living aunts or 

uncles**? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 


